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News Briefs

* JMI invites you to join us for The Right Rx for Florida: A Health Care Innovation Forum on
Thursday, February 7, 2008 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Speakers and panelists will include Rep. Aaron Bean, John Goodman, David Gratzer, Sally
Pipes, Bob Moffitt, Jim Frogue, Christie Raniszewski Herrera, Mike Bond, Michael Cannon and
U.S. Senator, Jim DeMint (via video presentation).

The event will be held in The Tom and Ginny Futch Ballroom (Building B, 3rd Floor) of The
University Center Club at Florida State University. The cost is $30 to attend and includes
breakfast, bunch and valet parking.

To RSVP, contact our office at 1-866-340-3131 (toll free), (850) 386-3131 or
jmi@jamesmadison.org. Seats for this event are going fast--please reserve yours today!

* JMl is co-sponsoring the Defending the American Dream Summit, organized by our friends at
Americans for Prosperity. Please join us and hundreds of citizen leaders from across the state of
Florida at the Rosen Plaza Hotel in Orlando on Saturday, January 26 from 12:00 noon-5:00 P.M.

The Summit is bringing together America's foremost free-market voices, our nation's top experts
on grassroots mobilization, and Florida's largest gathering of grassroots leaders from across the
state to send a message to the politicians, the special interests, and the media that Floridians
have had enough of out-of-control government spending and taxation which threatens the
American Dream.

Confirmed and Invited Speakers include: Presidential candidates Mayor Rudy Giuliani, Senator
John McCain, Governor Mitt Romney, Governor Mike Huckabee, Congressman Ron Paul, Florida
House Speaker Marco Rubio, Reagan Budget Director Jim Miller, anti-tax activist Grover
Norquist, and radio host and author Neal Boortz.

JMI is hosting a panel at the Summit featuring JMI Senior Fellow, Dr. Barry Poulson and JMI
Adjunct Scholar Adam Goldman. The panel will focus on the Taxpayer Protection Amendment
and Hometown Democracy. JMI's Director of Development, Francisco Gonzalez, will also be on
hand to interact with Florida’s citizen leaders and greet JMI members.

The cost is only $29 and includes lunch ($15 for students). Hundreds of citizen leaders from
across Florida have already registered. Reserve your space and REGISTER TODAY at:
http://www.afpsummit.com/edit_contact.php
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A REAL STIMULUS

Crist proposes $33.5 billion for education

Governor hopes $1B increase will ease fears, encourage confidence in property-tax
amendment. The full state budget is expected to total about $70 billion — about $1 billion
less than this year's.

Tallahassee Democrat

By Bill Cotterell

January 18, 2008

Frankly admitting he wants to ease voter fears that his property-tax amendment will hurt school
funding, Gov. Charlie Crist proposed a $1 billion increase in education spending Thursday — with
no tuition increases for higher education and bonuses for the best teachers in public schools.

Democratic legislative leaders, who oppose the property-tax amendment on the Jan. 29 ballot,
called the Crist plan "a phantom budget" and laughed at the idea that he can substantially
increase education spending when state revenues are shrinking.

For complete article click here:
http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20080118/CAPITOLNEWS/801180330/10
10/NEWS01

Jeb Bush's new education group to reward teachers
Associated Press

By Bill Kazor

January 16, 2008

TALLAHASSEE - Former Gov. Jeb Bush announced the formation Tuesday of a second
organization to advance his education policy goals, including school accountability, teacher merit
pay and vouchers that allow children to attend private schools at public expense.

The new Foundation for Excellence in Education will focus on carrying out programs to
demonstrate such policies, including cash awards of at least $2,500 for up to 100 of Florida's top
teachers and their classrooms. Selection will be based on how much their students have
improved on standardized reading and math tests.

For complete article click here: http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/politics/orl-
locbushplan011608jan16,0,483123.story

New Allstate auto policies temporarily barred in Florida
South Florida Sun-Sentinel

By Julie Patel

January 17, 2008

Tallahassee - In the state's boldest move in a long-simmering feud with insurance companies
over prices, Florida Insurance Commissioner Kevin McCarty is temporarily banning Allstate
Insurance Co. from selling new automobile insurance policies statewide.

"In view of Allstate's ongoing, blatant disregard for the laws of the state of Florida, | have little
choice but to take action," McCarty said Wednesday. "Florida will no longer be held hostage by
this company and its practices."



McCarty acted the day after he angrily halted a hearing on Allstate's homeowner insurance
pricing practices because the company failed to provide most of the documents that state
demanded from one of its largest insurers. The suspension will take effect today and will end
when state insurance officials receive the documents subpoenaed.

For complete article click here: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/southflorida/sfl -
flzallstate0117sbjan17,0,662640.story

Opinion

Tax Rebates Will Not Stimulate The Economy
Heritage Foundation

By Brian M. Reidl

January 10, 2008

With slower economic growth raising fears of a recession, Washington is abuzz with talk of
economic stimulus plans. President Bush may offer a stimulus package, and congressional
leaders are discussing a proposal centered around tax rebates.

Tax rebates, however, don't stimulate the economy. Cutting tax rates does.

To explain, let's take a step back. By definition, an economy grows when it produces more goods
and services than it did the year before. In 2007, Americans produced $13 trillion worth of goods
and services, up 3 percent over 2006.

For original article click here: http://www.heritage.org/Press/Commentary/ed011008c.cfm

Quote of the Week

“Government's first duty is to protect the people, not run their lives’

—Ronald Reagan

Cartoon of the Week
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Chan Lowe, South Florida Sun-Sentinel

Speakers' Bureau

Need a speaker for your next event? JMI's team and network of scholars are available to
headline or participate in your organization’s next gathering. JMI staff will help you match the
topic with the appropriate speaker. To learn more contact Thomas at 850-386-3131 or
Thomas@Jamesmadison.org

ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF LIBERTY WITH A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE GIFT TO JMI!

JMI accepts no government funding so we rely on contributions from people like you. Giving to
the Institute is now easier than ever with our secure, online system powered by PayPal. Your
contribution is tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law; your greatest benefit will be a
freer and more prosperous Florida. For more information about becoming a JMI member, visit our
Membership page or contact Francisco Gonzalez at 850-383-4625 or
FGonzalez@jamesmadison.org.

Log onto our web site for additional resources and more public policy information:
www.JamesMadison.org

The Madison Policy Digest is a free, weekly e-newsletter that summarizes Florida’s top public policy headlines from
around the state, complete with topical research and comment by The James Madison Institute. Suggestions and
feedback are welcome at Thomas@Jamesmadison.org.




